DRAFT LETTER opposing California’s proposed Lethal Injection Protocol

Please modify as you wish 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION (you may submit by email): 

Friday, June 25, 2010 17h00 PDT (GMT-7) (Saturday, June 26, 2010 00h00 GMT)

You are encouraged to submit your letter in your NATIVE LANGUAGE

(or other language you prefer)

Mr. Timothy Lockwood
Chief, Regulation and Policy Management Branch
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
P.O. Box 942883
Sacramento, CA 94283-0001
Fax : +1 916 255-5601

Email : rpmb@cdcr.ca.gov 
copy to ezitrin@deathpenalty.org
Re: Lethal Injection: Proposed Amendments to Title 15, Article 7.5, Sections 3349

Dear Mr. Lockwood:

We are very concerned about the newly revised lethal injection procedures. 

We are particularly concerned that the regulations now require any reporter who witnesses the execution be a “reputable citizen” but do not explain this term. It is unclear if this means simply a “non-governmental employee” or if it means a “citizen” of the United States or something else. If the CDCR intends to exclude reporters who are foreign nationals from witnessing executions, this is unnecessary and violates the First and Fourteenth Amendments.  The lack of clarity is confusing and unfair.

There is no legitimate reason for discrimination against reporters who work for American media outlets but are citizens of another country.  We believe that such a limitation is a violation of the Constitution of the United States of America. Reporters representing international media often have a particular interest in covering executions. California has executed a person who was a citizen of another country and there are 56 foreign nationals currently on death row in California. 

In addition, because the majority of nations of the world condemn the death penalty as a violation of human rights and international law, representatives of media outlets in other countries have a particular interest in covering executions in California and documenting on-going human rights violations in this country.

We respectfully request that the CDCR propose alternative language that explains the meaning of “reputable citizen” and that clearly explains that “citizen” simply means a non-governmental employee.

Very truly yours,

Your name

Your title

Your organization



